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EDITORIAL

Many thanks for cards, faxes and letters
after my unplanned stay inthelocal infir-
mary. One local bright spark reckoned |
‘really had my chain rattled.” That's one
way of sayingit, but I’mwell on theroad
to recovery and will have ample time to
give the computer a hard time this winter
asall my plansfor thenorthern winter will
have to wait another year.

Bevan Walker and Nora Flight left on
the 2nd of Junefor Queensland, where as
part of ateam of five paddlers, they will be
paddling up inside the Great Barrier Reef
from Cairnsto Cape ork, oneof thegreat
kayaking trips. From Cape Y ork, they fly
toDarwinand will bedrivingto Derby for
akayak tripoutintothellmtideKimberly
country. Bevan and Nora are due back in
August and have promised to report on
progress by postcard for the newsletter.

The networking aim of K.A.SK. is
going from strength to strength. Origi-
nally established by Sandy Ferguson in
Christchurch, two other seakayaking net-
worksare currently working in Auckland
and Wellington. Ann Louse Mitcalfe
nabbed prospective lower North Island
paddlers after the 1993 KASK forum and
has sent an addresslist. | will includethis
Wellington network list at the end of this
newsletter. Vincent Maire has sent alist-
ing of the Auckland network paddlersand
| will endeavour toincludethat in the next
newsletter. Once all the KASK subscrip-
tionsarein, Eric Van Toor will print out
the address list of members for inclusion
with the newletter.

Tripsreportsincludethefirstinstallment
(of two) of AlanWoodspaddlingin Alaska
and Max Grant’s rivetting account of
encoutners with killer whales and dol-
phinsin Queen Charlotte Sound.
Paul Caffyn

LETTERSTO THE EDITOR

Dear Paul

Why isthe Kiwi Association of SeaKay-
akerspublishinganewsdletter entitled‘ Sea
Canoeist’ ?1 appreciatethat KASK would
not wish to preclude seacanoeistsfromits
membership but the mgjority of its mem-
bers are kayakers! Of course thisissue of
inappropriateterminology isnot confined
to KASK. Have you ever heard of a
triathalon with a kayak section? Better
still have you ever seen a canoe in the
canoe section of atriathalon?

John Langley, Otago Peninsula

Editor’ sResponse: Initially | wondered if
therewasacopyright probleminnotusing
‘Sea Kayaker’ to title the newsletter but
after referring back to the very first ‘New
Zealand The Sea Canoeist Newsletter’, |
came across the reason Graham Egarr
used to title the newsletter. It is quite
lengthy but worth quoting here by way of
explaining the choice of title:
‘There are somereaderswhowill say that
the name of this newsletter is a bit of a
misnomer, and | would have to agree,
athough possibly for different reasons.
The term ‘canoe’ has been deliberately
chosenin preferenceto ‘kayak’ for avery
goodreason. Most authoritieswill tell you
there are two basic types of ‘canoe’ -
kayaks that are related to eskimo craft,
and canoeswhich arerelated to the North
American birchbark canoe. In actual fact
the modern european canoe dates from a
boat designed by John MacGregor. Since
hepopularisedthesport, all european craft
have developed from his original. To a
large extent MacGregor’ s boats were in-
spired by the kayak yet were far shorter,
beamier and more boat-like than the
eskimo craft. Over the years these craft
have evolved back towards the original
eskimo styleand, in 1961 some seacanoe-
istsbegan to build replicaeskimo kayaks.
Today only a handful of craft owe their
design to the original kayak style of the
eskimo, most are evolutions of the
MacGregor canoe. The term ‘canoe’ is
therefore used to cover thewholefield of
canoe and kayak like craft that are pad-
dled.

Although | totally agreewith your com-
ment John, inview of Graham’ sreasoning

forthetitle, | aminclined notto changethe
titlefor themoment. Perhapsatitlechange
could be discussed at the 1994 KASK
forum. Does anyone else have strong
thoughts of the subject?

THE AUCKLAND SCENE

A REPORT ON COASTBUSTERS
SEA KAYAK SYMPOSIUM

by Vincent Maire

The third Coastbusters Sea Kayak Sym-
posium was held over the weekend of
May 1 and 2 at the Marine Education &
Recreation Centre at Long Bay, Auck-
land. Friday evening started with a meet
andgreet hour followed by videoand slide
presentations of some interesting kayak-
ing destinations. RossBarnett donated the
use of his giant video screen for the con-
ference and in this session he showed
videos on the Alderman Islands and Arid
Island. Doug and Sharon Spencepresented
a slide and video show on the Vavau
Islands in Northern Tonga.

Saturday morning got off to abad start
when it was discovered that two sea kay-
akshad gone missing overnight. A search
of thenearby creek by MalcolmMckenzie
produced both boats, muddied but other-
wise undamaged. However on Saturday
evening it was decided to mount an all
night watch - such are thejoys of running
a symposium in Auckland. Saturday
morning sessionsincluded apanel session
on Trip Planning, and presentations on
Risk Management, Rescue Techniques
and First Aid for SeaKayakers. The busi-
est person was Liz Godfrey who took
copious notes, transcribed them and these
were subsequently sent to all delegates.

At lunch the wesather cleared and the
many retailers and manufacturers in at-
tendance madethe best of the opportunity
presented to them in the Show and Tell
hour. With over 50 craft in the courtyard
and up to 70 people in attendance, the
event had very much the feel of atrade
show. Theafternoon wasdevoted to prac-
tical sessionson Rescue Techniques, First
Aid scenarios, Customizing a Sea Kayak
and Building a Sea Kayak.

In the evening, John Woods, editor of
Adventure Mazazine was guest speaker,
aided and abetted by Gareth Eyres. Paul’s




video on Alaska was outstanding. The
giant screen greatly added to the effect of
snow, iceand desol ation and brought home
to everyone the magnitude of the voyage.
This was followed by a wonderfully put
together video from Eric Van Toor on sea
kayaking in Fiordland. Once again the
feeling of cold, mist, rainand being near to
the roaring forties was enhanced by the
big screen.

Sunday started with atwo hour session
chaired by Brian Lodge and assisted by
Brett Whitely and Eric Van Toor on sea
kayaking for professionals. Given there-
cent launch of KASK and moves by Pic-
ton-based Bruce Maunsell to form an or-
ganization, this session generated a great
deal of discussion. L ater sessionsincluded
paddies and paddling technique, adven-
ture photography and a panel on what is
new in the world of adventure products.
Onsunday afternoon, theprofessional fra-
ternity went into conference while we
amateurs went paddling and tried out the
various boats on display.

So what can be summarized about
Coastbusters:
1. The catering was fantastic
2. The venue is perfect and MERC and
Coastbusters will likely have along term
future together
3. Itseemslikely that thenext Coastbusters
will be a three day event with thursday
evening and friday devoted to the needs
and interests of professionals.
4, Strong interest emerged in having spe-
cialist sessions run at MERC. These in-
clude Risk Management for Sea Kayak-
ers, First Aid for Sea Kayakers and an
Introduction to Sea Kayaking.
5. Strong interest exists in the develop-
ment of aformal training programme for
sea kayak instructors.

In total 67 delegates attended
Coasthusters. A high level of positive
feedback was obtained and critical com-
ments have been taken aboard. An an-
nouncement will bemade soononthenext
event and subsequent activitiesrelating to
thesport. Andthankstoall whoworked so
hard to make it a success.

THE CANTERBURY SCENE

by Sandy Ferguson
Canterbury/Westland Sports Foundation
‘Women in Action’ has been catered for
by Peter Sullivan and myself. Originaly
Brian Lodge at Topsports would have
been the biggest (most boats) supporter
but the weather fouled that up. So since
the middle of March, Peter and | have
been taking interested women out pad-
dling, two sessions on Saturday and I’ ve
been running one on sundays. Usualy a
couple of hours for session one and to
Quail Island for lunch for session two.
Sundays have been Quail Island, awalk-
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ing tour sometimes and always a lunch
stop. Of thelist of over 50, we havetaken
35sofar. Note, itsall beenfree, including
Brian’s support.

Easter 1993

| was encouraged/arm twisted or didn’t
find anyoneto go somewhere elsewith so
joined the Easter Banks Peninsula trip.
Wearrangedthreelaunch pointsandtrans-
port, one group starting from Te OkaBay
, two of us at Perake and the rest from
Akaroa with Flea Bay as the designated
lunch stop.

A grey day with very little swell and an
occasional light breeze from behind. We
stopped to stretch our legsafter an hour or
so and | was very tempted to put the TV,
sitting on a beach, on my foredeck and
meet the others with theimmortal words:
“1"ve brought the TV, who's got the mi-
crowave?’ but unfortunately wastoo lazy
todoit.

We met the Te Okagroup aswe left the
bay, being chased by a seal and hoping
numbers would confuseit if it wanted to
bite aboat. A short drift around Scenery
Nook, aspectacular place, before the last
hour and a haf to lunch. With my vast
experience and stupidity, I'd not put any
muesli barsin my jacket pocket so lunch
could not come quick enough. Therest of
the group were waiting for us at FleaBay
and the day was getting colder and greyer
solunchwasashort stop. Thenext section
to Otanerito Bay wasalittle over an hour,
including arches, caves, seals and I'm
sure a dolphin in the distance.

After dinner and no campfiresduetothe
wind, if nothing else, we were al in our
tents after 8.30pm to get hit by an abso-
lutely deafening downpour and blinding
lightning, even with on€'s eyes closed.
Next morning the tent behind me was
gone, shifted in the night due to flooding
though I’ d not noticed it. Thewind might
have dropped alittle, ailmost down to 20
knots but out to sea it was a mess of
whitecaps. My feelings about it were that
one small mistake could ruin an already
dismal day so | jumped at the chance to
‘chicken out’ and get aride home. Of the
10folk, that left 4willing to carry on. And
now to the point of the story - of al the
boats, one of those that decided to go was
a Challenger-tri, with one small screw
hatch up foreward to make loading easier
and NO bulkheads.

Probably just over an hour out, it rolled
and foundered. Heroic stuff - * Challenger
foundersin Storm off Banks Peninsula’ -
‘Wahine Re-inactment’. Fortunately the
paddler was ableto be carried to shoreon
one of the other boatsand lived to tell the
tale. | am told that a search of the coast
next day revealed nothing.

Moral: What isaseaboat? By my defini-
tionit must have aminimum of two bulk-

heads and should have a rudder. The
hatches must have a hard shell as well as
amethod of sealing or be tiff enough not
to be blown in.

Do havethe couragetotell your friends
nottocomeonatripif youknow their boat
isn't upto standard. | know Peter Sullivan
now would.

Editor’s Comment
Kayaks without Bulkheads

| am greatly concerned by the use of a
kayak without a minimum of two bulk-
headsor adequateflotationtokeepit afl oat
after a capsize. Working only on what
Sandy has written, it is fortunate that the
paddler of the foundered kayak survived.
Buoyancy in aseakayak is provided by:
two or three bulkheads, inflated air bags,
waterproof dry bags containing food and
equipment, cockpit pods, cockpit socks
andinthecaseof folding kayaksby inflat-
ableexternal sponsonincombinatonwith
dry bags and sometimes cockpit socks.

Bulkheads in modern fibreglass sea
kayaksservetwofunctions, toenablefood,
equipment and clothing to be carried in
totally watertight compartments without
the need for waterproof bags, but more
importantly to maximum the inherent
buoyancy of a kayak in the event of a
capsizeandwet exit. Bulkheadsshould be
glassed in place on both sides, not just one
side, for strength and watertightness. Sev-
eral modern NZ kayaks incoporate a seat
which forms a third or middle bulkhead,
which maximizes buoyancy and mini-
mizes the amount of water entering the
cockpit in the event of a capsize and wet
exit, and does away with the extraweight
of abilge pump.

A single aft bulkhead is not sufficient
unlesshalanced by secured air or dry bags
stowed in the bow. Failure to balance the
buoyancy forehead can lead to the very
embarassing ‘Roman Candle’ situation
with asubmerged bow and buoyant stern
poking skywards - not an easy situation
for aself rescue.

Rotomoulded plastic kayaks achieve
buoyancy through arigid cockpit pod as
used in the Puffin design or by thick foam
bulheads caulked in place. Caulked foam
bulkheads in plastic or fibreglass kayaks
invariably leak. The use of large hatches
in plastic boats (and many fibreglass kay-
aks) requires the use of dry bags to keep
clothing and equipment dry, which is an
additional buoyancy backup.

A sea sock is a long waterproof bag
designed to fit over the cockpit coaming,
beneath the sprayskirt, and enclose the
lower body. In the event of a capsize and
wet exit, the bag is inverted to empty to
water from the cockput area.

For a kayak without bulkheads, the
buoyancy achieved with dry bags, flota-
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tion bags etc must be firmly secured .The
awesome power of water in breaking surf,
beit West Coast rolling surf of East Coast
bumper dumperswill suck anything out of
akayak that is not firmly secured.
Where non seakayaks are being used at
sea, such asthetriathalon boat in Sandy’s
trip report, or even surf kayaks, buoyancy
is essential and can be achieved using
rigid foam blocks or used wine cask blad-
ders.
To conclude:
1. the greater the amount of inherent
buoyancy in akayak, the safer it isin the
event of a capsize and wet exit; a mini-
mum of water to be emptied, the kayak
easier to handleinagroup rescue, no need
for pumping when cold and wet, easy to
tow.
2. thethree bulkhead system, fore and aft
bulkheads plus seat as middle or third
bulhead, isthe best system in afibreglass
kayak for maximizing buoyancy.
3. asingle bulkhead can cause a‘Roman
Candl€'. Two bulheads are necessary ina
fibreglass kayak.
4. dry bagsor air floatation bags shuuld be
firmly secured in a kayak without bulk-
heads.
New Products
Aqua Meter Sailor 1| Compass
Thisisnot anew product but the Southern
Hemisphere dampened model has only
recently been available to kayakers in
N.Z. Designed for small sailboats, the
Aqua Meter, No. A121 Sailor Il is 4"
diameter compass, andweighs5.5ounces.
Thedomed, easy toread graduated cardis
in afluid filled clear perspex dome. The
cardina points are marked, plus num-
bered degrees at 20 degree intervals, 24
(240) 26 (260) etc, pluswhitelinesdenot-
ing both 10 and 5 degree intervals. A
yellow lubber lineis easily used to align
the compass aong the bow-stern axis of
thekayak. Atnight, thenumbersand marks
are easily read with a red lense torch or
shielded cylalume night stick.

Four non magnetic anchors and screws
plusafoamdiscbaseplatearesuppliedfor
deck mounting. The compass can be lev-
ered off from a firm attachment on the
base plate for safe storage. This style of
compass, unliketheorienteeringtypecom-
pass, is read from the behind or astern,
thus the prime mounting positionisasfar
forehead on the deck as can be reached
while seated in the cockpit. It should not
be placed too far forehead so that the
figures can not be read easily. The com-
pass can be mounted in a recessed deck
moulding, attached to a foam block to
raise it above the deck, or for my deck
layout, it sits on top of my lifejacket with
the dome poking through aholein my net
bag.

.

The Silvatype orienteering compassis
read from aboveand thushastobeused on
the sprayskirt or immediately forehead of
the cockpit. The distinct advantage of a
yachting compass is that when it is
mounted on the foredeck, as described
above, sight of the visual horizon is not
lost when a compass course is being fol-
lowed. The disadvantage of using the ori-
enteering compass is that sight of the
visual horizonislost every timethe com-
pass is checked. This can exacerbate any
tendency of motion sickness.

For my Alaskan trip, | used aNorthern
Hemisphere dampened Sailor |1 compass
and it proved to be the most accuarate
compass | have used. Many of my long
crossings, either in thick fog or with no
landmarksin the flat tundracountry were
achieved with a remarble level of accu-
racy. It wasno good bringing the compass
back to NZ asaN hemisphere dampened
compass card will not sit level in the
southern hemisphere. Thus| wasrelieved
to find a Southern hemisphere dampened
model was now available here.

The compass does not have internal
compensators, that is the compass is not
swungonakayak asaships’ compassisto
compensatefor thevessel’ sinherent mag-
netic field. On a kayak, torches, radios,
fish knives - anything with a magnetic
field - should be kept well clear of the
compass.

If you cannot purchase this compass
from your nearest kayak retailer - Max
Grant of Quality Kayaks, Sissons Indus-
tries, Canoe & Outdoor World and
Topsports are stocking them - then getin
touch with the importer, Tony Free of
Canoe Sports, POBox 109, Napier. Phone
Fax: (06) 8358-408. Estimatedretail price
is $85 to $90.

New Sea Kayaker’'s Guide

Sandy Ferguson has published The Sea
Kayaker’s Guide to Tasman Bay and the
Marlborough Sounds whichis available
for $8.00 (P&P included in NZ) from
Sandy Ferguson, 12 Dunn S, Christch-
urch 2. Ph: (03) 332 5155

Sandy notesin the introduction that, ‘the
guide was written with the beginner and
overseasvisitorinmind’, and‘ Theaim of
the Guide is to give some indication of
what the next place you get towill belike
and whether it isworth considering asthe
next camping site.” The introduction in-
cludes brief overviews of camping, dan-
gers, tides and current, stoves and fuel,
wildlife, environmental care code and an
equipment list. The bulk of the 60 page
guideisthen brokendownintothefollow-
ing areas, Abel Tasman National Park,
Tasman Bay, D’Urville Island, Pelorus
Sound, K enepuru Sound and Queen Char-
lotte Sound. For each area, a brief intro-

~

duction and area map is followed by a
listing of camping areas/ landing places.
Each beach or bay hasbrief listed descrip-
tionsof terrain, water, beach, shelter with
arough sketch map of the areaalongside.
The terrain comment notes ownership of
the land and notes if permission is neces-
sary to camp. The water comment rel ates
to availability of fresh water.

TRIP REPORTS

Queen Charlotte Sounds Trip

19th-21st February 1993

Max Grant

ItwasFriday, nearly 12 noon, when seven
of uslaunched our kayaksfrom Picton for
our first day of seakayaking in the Marl-
borough Sounds. Dave Herrington, our
leader could do no more than wave as he
stood on the jetty and wished us good
luck, after dislocating his shoulder while
‘surfing’ two days before. Our plan was
for six of us to kayak to Ponga Cove,
whilst Bob Huck would paddle to Torea
Bay, Portage, where he would be picked
up by Dave, Justineand Glenis, and travel
by vehicleto PongaCove, wherewewould
al spend the night.

Wewere just out of Picton Harbour and
battling our way down Queen Charlotte
Sound into astrong easterly wind when a
particularly strong gust of wind enabled
Kerry to display how well he can perform
an Eskimo Roll. However during theroll,
Kerry's glasses came off and he quickly
exitedthekayakinavainattempttoretreive
them - well, that’ stheway hetoldit. After
aquick deep water rescue, somerepairsto
Kevin's kayak and a bloody great battle
against avery strong wind, we eventually
made it to Dieffenbach Point. Here we
stopped for alunch break and watched the
ferry go by - there were no stupid canoe-
ists dancing around on the deck today.
From herethegoing becamealot easier as
the wind seemed to turn to a south-east-
erly and we were able to use afollowing
sea to paddle/surf down Endeavour Inlet
toPongaCove. ThankstoKevin, the10 of
us were able to stay in one of the houses,
which was a blessing in disguise as it
rained heavily that night and into the next
day.

By 11am on Saturday we were on the
water and on our way to Resolution Bay.
About halfway to Endeavour Inlet we
spotted a pod of whales moving towards
us. They were breaking the surface three
times then diving for about six minutes
beforesurfacingagain. They kept onmov-
ingtowardsusand rose about 50 metresin
front - they were orcas (killer whales) and
they kept on moving towards us. They
dived andwewaited anxiously for themto
surface. None of ushad ever seenawhale
before, and here we were waiting for the
pod to surface, knowing they were prob-

J
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ably beneath us somewhere. The atmos-
phere was absolutely electric.

Then it finally happened. The pod sur-
faced right in front of us. Five of them,
three adults and two calves. They swam
right through usasif they didn’t know we
were there. They had surfaced to blow,
and asthey dived we were able to paddle
behind them in the boiling waters left as
their tails powered them back under the
water. Although wetried we unableto get
near them again so we eventually contin-
ued to Resolution Bay. Once there we
walked over the ridge to Ship Cove and
the Captain Cook memorial. It was quite
amusing following Mike on the tramp to
Ship Cove, which he completed in his
wetsuit. During the paddle back to Ship
Cove we saw some seals, penguins and a
couple of dolphins but the whales were
not to be seen again.

On Sunday it was a 6am start so we
could catch catch the 2pm ferry sailing
from Picton. It had been another wet and
windy night in which Cyclone Parlane
had passed us by, but by 7am we were
paddling out of Endeavour Inletin perfect
conditions. At 8am we stopped for aspell
and abight to eat at Spenser Bay. Wewe
prepared to get back into our kayaks, we
spotted aschool of dol phinsswimming up
Queen Charlotte Sounds towards Picton.

We paddled over towards them. There
were at least 50 of them, and as we ap-
proached they seemed towant to play. For
thenext half hour, wepaddledwith, played
with and surfed with the dolphins. They
jumped beside our kayaks and swam un-
der our boats giving us a small wave to
surf on. It wasthe first time | have had so
many dol phinsaround methat just wanted
toplay - itwasgreat. Thedolphinsveered
off and headed down Tory Channel, leav-
ing us to continue on our way. Paddling
into Picton Harbout Mike encountered a
school of stingrays which weren't too
keen on his company.

We arrived at Picton and were soon
packed up and ready for the trip home. It
was a wonderful trip made more enjoy-
able by the wildlife we were lucky to
encounter. Many thanks to those on the
trip; Bob Huck, Peter Moses, Kerry Howe,
Kevin Elvy, Ken Parlane, Mike
Christensen, Justine, Glenis and Dave
Herrington and me.

Max Grant.
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ASKAKA - THE GLACIER TOUR
Part | Alan Woods
After two weeksin Russiait was good to
reach Juneau and start organizing the sec-
ond part of my trip. Oneof thefirst priori-
ties was to have a large feed of green
vegetables. Juneau proved to be warmer
than Nome but very much wetter. | called
into Alaska Discovery to pick up the hire
boat, but when | explained whereand how
far | intended to paddle, they promptly
slapped another $100 excess on the hire
for probable damage. The Mariner XL
wasalot different to my Arctic Raider, so
| was hoping it would handle OK. The
boat was heavy enough unloaded; by the
timeit had 17 daysof food and 15 litres of
water onboard, itwasall | coulddotodrag
it to the waters edge.

| left Juneau at lunch time, in calm but
wet conditions. The difference in boat
handling was apparent very quickly; the
Mariner was very slow compared to my
own boat; | had towork quite hard to keep
6km/hr up. The wind started to get up
from the south-east not long after leaving
Fritz Cove, thisand aswifttidal overfall at
Shelter Island madethefirst few hoursan
uncomfortable experience. | slowly man-
ageto sort out the boat and after acouple
of stops to adjust equipment and seating
position, the boat was handling much bet-
ter. On the run down Saginaw Channel |
had both awind of 15 to 20 knots and 4
knots of current assisting me. This made
for effortless cruising, with the trees on
shoreflying past and having settled into a
steady rhythm, | felt really good.

After a quick stop for dinner at the
lighthouse on thetip of Admiralty Island,
| rounded the point and headed down
LynnCanal, heading for Funter. Thewind
had climbed considerably during the af-
ternoon and | wasnow paddlinginto 20to
25knotsof headwind, thefrequent squalls
of rain proved to be quite painful asthey
lashed my face and they cut visibility to
100mor so. After 4 hoursof punchinginto
the wind, my arms were telling me they
werefinished for the day, so | pulled into
a sheltered bay and made camp for the
night.

The alarm woke me at 4.30am but |
promptly rolled over and went back to
sleep till 5.30. After retrieving my food
bag from the trees | sat down and had a
pre-breakfast of bananas while checking
out the sea. The seawas cam withamild
south-easterly to paddleinto, soit wason
tothewater by 6am. It seemedtotakeages
to get across to Couverden Island, | must
have been bucking into an opposing tidal
stream. Once around the point into Icy
Strait | stopped for breakfast; the hot oat-
meal wasgreat asit had started torainand
thecoldwind had picked upalot, thistime

at my back. The wind had puicked up
quite abig seaand the waves were climb-
ing up over theboat and attackingmefrom
behind. | wasgrateful for thedrysuit since
it would have been miserable without it.
After a quick lunch stop, | had my first
closeencounter withawhale, ahumpback
whale surfaced about 15m away, heading
straight for me, | rapidly backpaddied out
of theway, but thewhalejust gently dived
and passed under the boat. With the reas-
surance that they could avoid me better
than | could them, | quite happily paddied
on. The waves had increased to the point
where the odd one would break over me
shouldersso | abandoned my ideacf reach-
ing Gustavus and pulled up on Porpoise
Island. | found anice sheltered beach and
pitched the tent for the night. | spent a
delightful half hour watching afamily of
sea otters playing in the surf about 5m
from the tent.

Now that | was getting into the rhythm
of things, the 5am startswere not too bad.
The weather had moderated a bit so |
decided to head for Bartlett Cove. Oncel
had worked out the aches and painsfrom
the body | settled down for a morning
paddle. By 6.30 the wind had lifted again
andtheseawasgetting very big. Thewind
swirling around theisland madelifediffi-
cult as it caused lots of swirls and
williwaws. Once past Gustavusand out of
therelative shelter of Pleasant Island, the
waves kept broaching the boat and the
wind kept trying to snatch the paddle out
of my hands.

About thistime acurious seal poked his
head up and gave me the once over; he
then proceeded tofollow mefor therest of
the day. | looked on him as my guardian
angel fortheday. | would havelanded but
the landing looked worse than staying at
sea, so | plugged onto Point Gustavusand
the relative safety of Glacier Bay.

Once inside the bay the difference was
amazing, thebay wascalmandaknottidal
flow meant a fast trip to Bartlett Cove.
Withamost zerovisibility andvery heavy
rain the chances of paddling tomorrow
lookedslim, sol headed uptothelodgefor
abeer and a chance to dry out a hit.

A bear attacked a woman's pack last
night and tore it to hits, this and the fact
that the weather improved for the first
time in four days convinced me it would
be better on the water. With the strong
tidesintheareait was not use leaving till
8.30am so it was a nice lazy start to the
day. Once | wasin the Sitakady Narrows
| felt the full force of an 8 knot tidal
stream; between some of the islands the
current wasflowing sofast that you had to
ferry glide across them. Once out of the
narrows the tidal stream influence less-
ened and | could look around at the wild-
lifeand the scenery. Therewere 1000’ sof

small birdssitting onthewater, apart from
being quitecute, they had nofear at all and
| had to stop some times to prevent run-
ning them down.

| landed on south Marble Island for
lunch, where | had a disagreement with a
sea lion who thought | was keen on his
harem. He rapidly chased me from the
island and caused meto drip my walkman
into the seawhen he came up a couple of
metres behind me and roared. My boat
reached planing speed in two paddle
strokes and | nearly needed to wash out
my drysuit. Itwasan uneventful afternoon
except for being swamped by an unex-
pected wave while having a leak; cold
water entering your drysuit in that region
is dammed uncomfortable.

A beautiful fine morning greeted me
this morning and as the tide didn’t turn
until 11am, | hung out all my damp gear to
dry while soaking up the sun. By 9.30am
the gear was dry so | headed off - a bad
move - there was more current than |
anticipated and after 3hours| had covered
only 9kms. | stopped for lunch at a petri-
fied forest; the trees were buried by an
advancing glacier 2000 years ago and
only reappeared 40 years ago when the
Muir Glacier retreated. To sit amongst
trees that were around at the time of the
birth of Christ sort of makesyour timeon
earth look pretty small.

I wasrunning out of daylight by thetime
I reached McBrideGlacier sol pulledinto
where agroup of kayakers were camped.
It proved to be acommercial trip and for
thefirsttimeinmy lifel was smartly told
tobugger off by their guide. It wasashock
tothesystemthat seakayakers, evencom-
mercial ones, could have such an attittude
asthis.

The McBride Glacier is some 200m
across, a clear whitish colour with blue
streaksthroughit. Therewerelotsof bergs
andbergy bitsat thebaseof it. | triedtoget
closer but the bergs would close around
thehull of theboat andtry tocrushit. After
having one particular nasty berg split a
seam of theboat | backed out and camped
by theside of theglacier. Theglacier kept
dropping chunks off during the night;
there would be a loud boom and then a
rolling sound like thunder, then al the
icebergswouldrearrangethemsel veswith
attendant grating sounds.

Themorning was crystal clear and very,
very cam. Inthehalf light of dawn, all the
bergsdriftingdowntheinletonaperfectly
calm sea gave me a feeling of calm and
serenity. The morning’s paddle was a
dream; | just paddled along with my mind
in neutral, just soaking up the splendor of
the day. It only seemed like minutes be-
forel was back at Sebree Island and hav-
ing lunch. Thefirst part of the day went so
well that at 4pm | decided to paddie to
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Blue Mouse Cove; | thought | could get
there before the tide turned. | wasfeeling
strong and really paddling well; therewas
no probleminthecrossing and even miss-
ing the tide by half an hour didn’t worry
me; al in all a great day - 60 kmsin 7
hours.

Therewasalot of crashing inthe bushes
last night but | didn’ tinvestigate incaseit
was something other than a teddy bears
picnic. | noticed my polypro came to me
when | whistled to it - it was time to do
some washing. At the sametime| ran the
sunshine harvester over my faceto get rid
of the stubble. | paddled up the main part
of Glacier Bay. Many of the inlets and
bayshavealayer of fuel oil scumfromthe
cruiselinersand loopy(tourist) boats. It's
acrimethat the supposed pristine wilder-
ness can beallowed to beruined thisway.

| decided to camp at Reid Inlet for the
night; the Reid Glacier is one of the few
advancing glaciers in the area - it has
advanced 5kmsin thelast 4 yearsand is
almost down to the 1930’ s terminal mo-
raine limit. | camped at an old miners
cottage that had been lived in till the late
40's; it must have been acow of aplaceto
livein winter.

The second half of Alan’strip report of
paddlingin South East Alaskawill appear
in the next newsletter.

Morefrom Sandy Ferguson

| found out that theinnovative rudder that
Brian Lodge is playing with {noted in
newsletter 43} isDon Curri€' sidea. Itisa
lifting dagger board as found on trailer
sailers. Theadded bitisthat itishingedto
tiltforward asit comesup. Therearemany
difficulties keeping it down and Don has
moved onto other ideas. Hetold mehehad
been looking for Nordkappsto cut up and
fit ideasto and had found another victim.

So in the far flung back blocks of
Rangiorais the mad kayak inventor - I'll
let you add the suitable cartoon to go with
such a statement. Latest word is that he
feelstheNordkapp hashaditsday and has
hiseyesfirmly fixed on some miracle bi-
directionfibrethat growsontrees....I"dbe
wary of turning up at his place with a
kayak on the car roof least it come away
looking different.

Sandy enclosed a worldwide directory
of paddlesports clubs and a list of the
interclub co-ordinators, compiled by the
California Kayak friends. 30 clubs are
listed in 9 countries - Australia, France,
Germany, Ireland, Italy, NZ (Sandy),
Norway, Sweden and U.SA. - with con-
tact and phones numbers.

Theideaisdesigned to facilitate track-
ing down aboat and paddling companion
when visiting anew country. It appliesto
members of participating clubs. Further
information is available from Sandy or
myself.

The Paddlers International newsl et-
ter, run by Peter Salisbury in Scotlandisa
good sourcefor contacting other paddlers
for information on a new area or finding
expedition co-paddlers. Peter puts out a
yearbook withafull listing of all members
and their expedtion track record - excel-
lent resource to track down to informa-
tion.

Unclassified Adverts

FOR SALE

Following a glorious, 8 day, fine (!)
weather trip in Dusky Bay, we must for
financial reasons part with our folding
double kayak, spraydeck, and one set of
split paddles in good condition. $1650
Tel: David Stimpson

(04) 801 3212 work

(04) 388 7721 home
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WANTED TO BUY

Nordkapp or similar fibreglass seakayak,
with sprayskirt and paddle.

Contact VaerieKeen,49WashingtonRd.,
Nelson; Tel: (03) 546 7092
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STOP PRESS

Y et another attempt at a Round Australia
paddle hasfinished. Andy Mitchell, from
Wisconsin, USA, set off from near Syd-
ney earlier thisyear in asolo unsupported
attempt to paddiearound Australia. Andy
madeit to Thursday Island, north of Cape
York at thetip of Queensland, where just
recently he decided to finish the trip.
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